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Challenges and Opportunities for Higher
Education Cooperation between Europe and the

1. Which challenges are most significant to overcome for fostering higher
education cooperation between Western Balkan and EU countries?

mindset of academic and non-academic staff

digital formats are often not recognized as 'genuine’ achievements

Insufficient digital expertise

[
Implementation of the opportunities created by the projects
integration of industry with universities

o

recognition of qualification + strict module structures

=)
language barriers
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CAN BE TAKEN CARE OF LATER URGENT TO OVERCOME

1 panel discussion.

7 experts. Many
bold ideas. The
audience ranked

them. Here's what

stood out...
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Strategies for Establishing Sustainable

Academic Communities and Networks

Which of the named steps might be the most necessary to strengthen sustainable
transnational academic networks between EU countries & \Western Balkan?

Networks have to be established for sustainable cooperations.

More long-term exchanges of academic staff

Access to academic databases (also to enable the Western Balkans to contribute best practices to EU)

Open Educational Resources to sustainably utilize knowledge and practices from projects.

Innovative potential of projects needs to be further mobilized and translated into practice

Preserving knowledge beyond personnel changes (e.g.. by utilizing Al to establish experience databases)
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The Role of Policymakers and
Educational Institutions

3. Which of the suggested political measures are the most important for
building lasting partnerships between the EU and Western Balkan
institutions?

joint degrees and more flexibility for collaborations

mobility opportunities + mandatory mobilities for every student

Provision of financial resources for innovative international formats & institutional collaborations

EU should allocate research budgets to enable more collaborations and providing incentives.

Harmonization of educational credit system and standards between the EU and the Western Balkans.
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